
India International Institute of Democracy and Election Management 
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Course Title: Capacity Development for Voter Registration 
 
Objective: To build capacity of participants on voter registration so as to equip them for creating 
accurate and inclusive Voter register.  
 

Name of the Course Topics Duration 

Capacity Building for 
Voter Registration 

1. The importance of voter registration 
2. Guiding principles for voter registration 
3. Voter registers 
4. Major operational steps 
5. Registration data 
6. Voter registration process in India 

5 days including 
field study 
trip(s) 

 
Topics and Sub-themes: 

 Importance of Voluntary Registration, Mandatory Registration or No Registration  

 Guiding principles – Principles of voter registration, International standards and why and 
when registration occurs. Appropriate criteria used determine eligibility to be registered. 
Indian practices to determine age and ordinary residence; special voters, NRI voters, service 
voters and proxy voters. 

 Voter Registers – Periodic, civil and continuous registry. Elements of a good register. 
Experience sharing by participants. 

 Major Operational steps – Needs assessment, operational plan, timeline and phasing of voter 
registration events, procurement, hire and train staff, create budget and assess costs, finalise 
the operational plan, voter education, opening and managing registration centres nationally, 
printing and display of provisional voter register. Opening appeals centres on provisional voter 
register, printing and display of final voter register. 

 Voter Data – Methods used for collecting and maintaining the massive amounts of data that 
are contained within a voter register. 

 Voter Registration Technologies for Voter Registration – Biometric systems, Electoral roll 
management systems. 

 Using technology to improve fidelity of voter lists – De-duplication and statistical tools to 
improve the health of Electoral Roll. 

 Geographic Information System (GIS) – Use of GIS in demarcating constituencies and polling 
areas station areas, GPS mapping of polling station locations, mapping vulnerable areas etc. 

 Online Registration – Practices world over and case studies on the Indian experience 

 Innovations in the ECI – Voter list observers, Booth Level Officers, Booth Level Assistance 
 

Important Information: 
 

 The course is for Senior and middle level election officials with good working knowledge of 
English 

 Nominees should either be working or be expected to work in voter registration section of 
their EMBs. 


